Vocabulary

The system of education in Belarus
Educational establishments – учебные заведения
Preschool education – дошкольное образование
Primary school – младшие классы
Secondary school – средняя школа
Senior school – старшие классы
General grounding – общие знания
Diversification – разностороннее развитие
Higher Education – высшее образование
University - университет
Academy  - академия
To comprise – состоять, составлять
Higher educational institutions – высшие учебные заведения
Graduate programs - магистратура
Post-graduate programs - аспирантура
Specialization - специализация
Separate entity – отдельный объект
Full-time program – дневное обучение
Night program – вечернее обучение
Correspondence program – заочное обучение
To confer - присуждать, присваивать, предоставлять

Degree - звание, учёная степень; диплом

Certified Specialist – квалифицированный специалист
Final state examinations - госэкзамены
Defense of a thesis – защита диплома
Bachelor's degree - степень бакалавра
Master's degree  - (ученая) степень магистра

Candidate of Sciences – кандидат наук
Doctor of Sciences – доктор наук
Ph.D.  - доктор философии

Highly prestigious – очень престижно
To obtain - получать
Rector - ректор
Educational Policy – учебная политика
Curricula – учебный план, программа
Staffing – штат сотрудников
Dean - декан
Faculty/Department - факультет
Applicant - абитуриент
To complete secondary education  - закончить среднее образование

Per spot – на место
Competition – конкуренция, конкурс

Entrance examinations – вступительные экзамены
Obligatory subjects – обязательные предметы
General subjects – общие предметы
General professional subjects – профессиональные предметы
Elective - факультатив
Specialized subjects - спецпредметы
To be set up by the institution – устанавливаться институтом
Stipend/grant - стипендия
To get excellent grades – получить отличные оценки, высший балл
To pay tuition fees – платить за обучение
Enrolled students – зачисленные студенты
Schedule - расписание
To ensure the quality of education - гарантировать, обеспечивать качество обучения
Semester - семестр
Grade – оценивать
Evaluation - оценка
To retake the exams – пересдавать экзамены
A panel of professors  - комиссия профессоров
To be expelled from the University – быть отчисленным из университета
To graduate with honors – закончить с отличием
The system of education in Belarus
Scientific and intellectual potential is the main strategic resource of Belarus. That’s why Belarus has a developed system of education. It embraces a great number of educational establishments; thousands of teachers work there, about 40 % of population attends different forms of classes.

The system of education in Belarus starts with the preschool education. Kindergartens and daycare centers are the first stage of Belarusian education. They help to develop physical growth, the ability to communicate in the group, to reveal personal qualities and talents which children will develop at schools.
The basis of Belarusian education is secondary school. It must improve the level of general grounding, stimulate the diversification of individuality and capacities to work and learn. Secondary school starts with primary school (1-4 forms) where children are taught to read, count, draw, they are given knowledge in maths, nature studies and music.
Secondary school itself (5-9 forms) acquaints pupils with culture, science, technology. Pupils study obligatory subjects like maths, biology, physics, chemistry, history and attend different electives to enrich their knowledge in favourite subjects as well as define their future profession.
Senior school (10-11 forms) finishes the secondary education. Except obligatory subjects pupils can choose other subjects depending on their interests and talents. Practically every school offers several specialized classes in maths, economy, sport, biology or languages. There are even special sport and music schools for studying sports and music on high level. It’s not obligatory to attend senior school. There are great number of new types of educational establishments like gymnasiya, lyceum, colleges, technical schools where pupils are given specialized knowledge they will need for their profession.
The higher school level comprises higher educational institutes. The Belarusian system of higher education consists of universities, academies, and institutes. It comprises 42 state and 15 non-state higher educational institutions with a total of 243,700 thousand students. Universities and academies offer graduate and post-graduate programs and are engaged in fundamental research. Whereas universities offer education in a wide variety of areas, academies have a narrower specialization (e.g., medical or management academies). Institutes are also highly specialized and usually have no post-graduate programs. They can function as separate entities or as part of a university. Higher educational institutions offer full-time (day) and part-time (night and correspondence) programs. 

The degree that has been traditionally conferred by Belarusian higher educational institutions is Certified Specialist. It usually requires five years of training, success in final state examinations, and defense of a thesis. The need to integrate into the world educational community has stimulated the introduction of two other degrees: Bachelor's, after four years of training, and Master's, after six years of instruction. The advanced scholarly degrees include Kandydat navuk (literally "Candidate of Sciences") and Doktar navuk (Doctor of Sciences). The degree of Kandydat is approximately equivalent to a Ph.D. and requires at least three years of post-graduate study, success in qualification examinations, and the defense of a dissertation. It’s highly prestigious to have a degree.
Teachers of higher educational institutions are promoted to faculty positions through the process of competition. The faculty positions are: Assistant, Senior Lecturer, Datsent (which usually requires a Kandydat's degree), and Professor (usually with a Doktar's degree).

A higher educational institution is headed by the Rector, elected by the Academic Council, which makes major decisions about educational policy, curricula, and staffing. The institution is divided into faculties, headed by Deans. All faculty members are organized according to their specialty into departments called faculty.
Applicants to higher educational institutions must have completed secondary education. The admissions are highly selective: on the average, there are 250 applications per 100 spots in full-time programs. Since some specialties are much more popular than others, the competition in the departments can be very intense. The prospective students have to take three to five entrance examinations. The obligatory subjects for all applicants are the Belarusian language and literature or the Russian language and literature. Other subjects, which have to be connected with the future specialty, are set up by the institution on the basis of the list, developed by the Ministry of Education, which includes: a foreign language, history of Belarus, new world history, humankind and society, geography, physics, information science, mathematics, chemistry, biology, art, music, technical drawing, and other subjects. The applicants who score the highest are admitted to free studies and are even paid a small monthly stipend. Those who have a gold or a silver medal take only one exam and are admitted if they get an excellent grade. Previously, higher education was free for all students. Now a certain percentage of students at state universities (those who passed the examinations but did not win the competition) pay tuition fees. 

All the enrolled students are divided into permanent groups of 25 to 30 people. They stay together as a group throughout the period of their studies, which allows them to develop close friendships. The schedule is made for the whole group. The structure of the curricula largely depends on standards developed on the state level. This is done in order to ensure the quality of education in the whole Republic. The main categories included in the curricula are general, general professional, and specialized subjects. The share of electives is comparatively small. The academic year begins on September 1 and is divided into semesters. 

Students are graded both for their current work and examinations taken at the end of each semester. The grades used for evaluation are "excellent, good, satisfactory, and unsatisfactory." In case of a failure, students are allowed to retake the examination three times, the last time before a panel of professors. If they fail, they are expelled from the university. Excellent students receive an increase to their stipend. The course of study culminates in a state profile exam and/or defense of a thesis. Students who graduate with honors are awarded a "red certificate."

So we may say that all types of educational establishments stimulate effectiveness of education according to one’s abilities and inclinations and correspond to the state educational standards.

The system of education in Belarus (exercises).

1. Find Russian equivalents

The main strategic resource

To attend school

The preschool education

To improve the level of general grounding

To define future profession

To offer graduate and post-graduate programs

A narrower specialization

Correspondence programs

Certified Specialist

The advanced scholarly degree

the defense of a dissertation

the process of competition

applicants

an intensive competition

to be connected with the future speciality

to get an excellent grade

enrolled students

the academic year

to retake the exams

to graduate with honors

2. Find English equivalents

Научный и интеллектуальный потенциал

Детские сады и ясли

Обогащать знания

Посещать факультативы

В зависимости от интересов и талантов

Высшие учебные заведения

Дневное и вечернее обучение

Госэкзамены

Защита диплома

Подавать документы

Учебный план

Законченное среднее образование

Обязательные экзамены

Министерство образования

Платить за обучение

Улучшить качество образования

Оценивать

В случае провала

Быть отчисленным из университета

3. Say if the sentences are TRUE or FALSE
1. There are 5 stages of education in Belarus.

2. The basis of education is University.

3. You can study at secondary vocational schools after finishing the 9th form.

4. All higher educational establishments offer graduate and post-graduate studies.

5. Traditionally the degree that has been conferred by Belarusian higher education is Certified Specialist.

6. The Bachelor’s degree can be obtained after 3 years of training.

7. The advanced scholarly degrees are Candidate of Science and Ph.D.

8. Teachers of higher educational establishments are promoted to faculty through the process of election.

9. A University is headed by a Dean.

10. The Ministry of education sets up the curricula.

11.  Today higher education is free for everybody.

12.  At universities students study general, professional and specialized subjects.

13.  Students are given grades for their current work.

14.  If a student fails the exams, he can retake them only once.

15.  No one is expelled from University.

16.  At the end of the 5th course students have only final state examinations.

17.  Every student gets a grant.

4. Answer the questions
1. What are the main stages of education?

2. What is the basis of education?

3. What does the system of higher education consist of?

4. What does university offer?

5. Which of higher educational establishments has a narrower specialization?

6. What is the difference between a university, an institute and an academy?

7. What degrees can students obtain?

8. Who generally rules a higher educational institution?

9. Who is the head of a faculty?

10.  What do applicants need to enter a university?

11.  What do students get if they are admitted to free studies?

12.  What do the curricula comprise?

13.   When does the academic year start?

14.  What grades are used for evaluation?

15. What measures are taken for those who fail the examinations?

16.  What is the culmination of the 5th year course?
17.  Which specialities are popular nowadays?
18.  What entrance exams did you pass when entered the university?

19.  How many students are in your group?

20.  Are you going to obtain a degree?

1. Translate the sentences into English
2. Каждый может получить высшее образование в высших учебных заведениях: университетах, институтах и академиях.

3. Высшие учебные заведения предоставляют обучение в магистратуре и аспирантуре.

4. В ВУЗе есть дневное и заочное отделение.

5. Чтобы получить степень «Квалифицированный специалист», необходимо сдать госэкзамены и защитить диплом.

6. Высшее образование не бесплатное, некоторые платят за обучение.

7. Получить степень кандидата наук очень престижно.

8. ВУЗом руководит ректор, а факультетом – декан.

9. Чтобы поступить в ВУЗ, необходимо иметь законченное среднее образование и сдать вступительные экзамены.

10. Конкурс на физическом факультете очень высокий.

11.  Студенты изучают обязательные предметы, а также специальные и профессиональные.

12.  Некоторые студенты получают стипендии.

13.  Работа студентов оценивается в конце семестра.

14.  Студенты, которые не сдали экзамены, могут пересдать их 3 раза перед комиссией.

15.  Студенты, заканчивающие на отлично, награждаются красным дипломом.

16.  Система образования в Беларуси состоит из дошкольного, среднего и высшего образования.

